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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

01 : fon"™ ! ? 52 f 44 (TOKY ° SHIBAURA ELECTRIC CO) 1 5 November 2000 
(2000-1 1-15) 

™d sho W r nt 01 iS r69arded 33 b6in9 C ' OSeSt Pri ° r ^ t0 the sub i ect - m ^er of claim 1 



a system for the display of a menu for the selection of video recordings stored 
recording medium, in which the various recordings are represented by a thumi 
denved from a still picture taken from the recorded video images. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known D1 in that: 



on a 



(i) the menu images are stored on the recording medium as separate files- 
and e acl!vr nU * Sh ° Wn m ° deS: n0rmal < unsele ^d), selected 

£ Ze^Zlll diff6rent ^ ^ St ° red ° n ^ mediUm tG '~ <^f 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as: 

to find a manner in which the status of a video recording to be reproduced can be 
indicated in the menu displayed by the reproducing device. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an .nvent.ve step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/237 (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/00256 1 



to indicate status of the menu items by using using different images would not be obvious 
from the cited prior art. The prior art solution concerns only the use of highlighting (by, e.g. 
a colour change or framing) to show that an item has been selected. 

Claims 2-10 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT 
with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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1. A method for representing menu buttons (2,3) in a menu 
for controlling the presentation of video data stored on 
a removable storage medium, the menu buttons (2,3) having 
one out of three states, the states being normal (3), 
selected (2) or activated, characterized in that 

- data describing the menu buttons are also stored on 
said removable storage medium, the data comprising for 
each button image data; and 

- a menu button is represented by different images 
corresponding to different image data, depending on 
its state being normal (3), selected (2) or activated. 

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein the image data 
representing a particular menu button state on the 
display contain a sequence of pictures. 

3. Method according to claim 2, wherein displaying said 
sequence of pictures representing a button is repeated as 
long as the button remains in its state. 

4. Method according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the rate at 
which a sequence of pictures is displayed is relative to 
the video frame rate, and a value defining said rate is 
stored on said storage medium. 

5. Method according to any of the previous claims, wherein a 
sound or sound sequence may be associated to a state of a 
menu button, the sound or sound sequence being played 
back upon entry of the button into the associated state. 
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6. Method according to claim 5, wherein the sound associated 
with a state of a menu button is a speech sequence. 

7. Method according to any of the previous claims, wherein a 
region identifier, the region identifier being stored on 
said storage medium, determines the display position of a 
menu button. 

8. Method according to any of the previous claims, wherein 
the data structure on said storage medium contains a 
segment defining the page composition, the data segment 
containing said data representing the menu buttons. 

9. A removable storage medium containing video data and a 
data segment representing menu data for a menu for 
controlling the presentation of said video data, wherein 
the menu comprises menu buttons, the menu buttons (2,3) 
having one out of three states, the states being normal 
(3), selected (2) or activated, characterized in that 

- the data describing the menu buttons comprise image 
data and neighbour information; and 

- a menu button is represented by different images 
corresponding to different image data, depending on 
its state being normal (3), selected (2) or activated. 

10. An apparatus for displaying a menu on a screen, the menu 
being controlled by menu data read from a storage medium 
and the menu comprising menu buttons, wherein the menu 
buttons may be represented according to any of the 
methods of claims 1-8. 
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